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NEWS RELEASE

Food Bank President & CEO Announces Plan to Retire

Peter Werbicki has been with the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina
for more than 20 years.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 14, 2021

Raleigh, NC — The Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina (the Food Bank)
today announces that President & CEO Peter Werbicki will retire in the summer of 2022, after
25 years with the organization.

Peter was named President & CEO in 2007, having joined the Food Bank in 1997 as
Director of Operations, managing the Finance, Operations and Food Resources Departments,
and was promoted to Vice President of Operations in 2006. Dedicated to getting food to people
in need while also building solutions and programs to eradicate hunger, Peter has seen the
Food Bank through strategic change and unparalleled innovation.

“Peter’s time at the helm of the Food Bank has marked one of the most impressive
growth paths of any food bank in history. His leadership has guided the Food Bank’s journey
from only providing food to those in need to actively working towards shortening the line,” said
Octavio Soares, the Food Bank’s Chairperson of the Board. “We know those will be incredibly
big shoes to fill, but as a Board of Directors we are committed to finding the leader who will
continue the incredibly successful trajectory of the organization. To say that Peter will be missed
in a total understatement. But his legacy will live on with those who continue supporting the
mission to nourish the people we serve, build solutions to end hunger, and empower
communities.”

Peter developed and piloted the Fair Share program—a method of equitable distribution
of food based on poverty levels within the counties the Food Bank serves—which has now
become a standard best practice for food banks across the country. Peter has led the Food



Bank through multiple disaster relief efforts in the wake of natural disasters, beginning with
response to Hurricane Floyd in 1999, through the unprecedented recovery and rebuilding after
Hurricane Florence in 2018.

“It has been a great privilege and honor to serve this organization, and | am enormously
grateful to all of those who were here long before me, for developing a strong foundation to build
upon,” said Peter. “During my tenure, it has been truly inspirational to witness thousands of
volunteers and donors sacrifice their own time and resources to the cause of ending hunger,
and to have observed the dedication demonstrated by staff, past and present, in their
commitment and compassion to the mission of the Food Bank.”

Under Peter’s leadership, the Food Bank has increased its services to food insecure
individuals and families. He oversaw the opening of Food Bank branches in Greenville, Durham,
and New Bern to reach more communities with services. During his time at the Food Bank over
1 billion meals have been distributed, the organization has partnered with more than 900
community organizations, began vital equity, diversity, and inclusion work, and stood up
numerous programs including launching the department of Community Health & Engagement to
address root causes of hunger.

In 2020, during its 40™ year of operation and under Peter’s direction, the Food Bank
received Feeding America’s Food Bank of the Year award. A steady and people-focused leader,
Peter has built and guided a mission-driven team that is working toward the vision of no one
going hungry.

Peter will remain in his role as the Food Bank Board of Directors launches a national
search to identify candidates for his replacement.
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Media Contacts:

Jessica Slider Whichard
jwhichard@foodbankcenc.org
919-865-3050

About the Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina

The Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina is a nonprofit organization that has provided
food for people at risk of hunger in 34 counties in central and eastern North Carolina for more
than 35 years. The Food Bank serves a network of more than 800 partner agencies such as
soup kitchens, food pantries, shelters, and programs for children and adults through
warehouses in Durham, Greenville, New Bern, Raleigh, the Sandhills (Southern Pines), and
Wilmington. In fiscal year 2020-2021, the Food Bank distributed more than 95 million pounds of
food (over half of which was perishable) and non-food essentials through these agencies. Sadly,
hunger remains a serious problem in central and eastern North Carolina. In these counties,
nearly 600,000 people struggle to access nutritious and adequate amounts of food necessary
for an active and healthy life. foodbankcenc.org.
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Stay connected with what we’re doing in your community!
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http://facebook.com/foodbankcenc
http://instagram.com/foodbankcenc
http://twitter.com/foodbankcenc
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COMUNICADO DE PRENSA

El presidente y director ejecutivo del Food Bank
anuncia plan para jubilarse

Peter Werbicki lleva mas de 20 afios trabajando en el Food Bank of Central &
Eastern North Carolina.

PARA PUBLICACION INMEDIATA
14 de septiembre de 2021

Raleigh, NC — El Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina (el Food Bank) anuncia
hoy que el presidente y director ejecutivo Peter Werbicki se jubilara en el verano de 2022,
después de 25 afios en la organizacion.

Peter fue nombrado presidente y director ejecutivo en 2007, cuando se unié al Food Bank
en 1997 como director de Operaciones, dirigiendo los departamentos de Finanzas, Operaciones
y Recursos Alimentarios, y fue ascendido a vicepresidente de Operaciones en 2006. Dedicado a
llevar alimentos a las personas necesitadas y a crear soluciones y programas para erradicar el
hambre, Peter ha visto el Food Bank a través de un cambio estratégico y una innovacién sin
igual.

“El tiempo de Peter al mando del Food Bank ha marcado una de las vias de crecimiento
mas impresionantes de cualquier Food Bank en la historia. Su liderazgo ha guiado la trayectoria
del Food Bank que ha pasado de limitarse a suministrar alimentos a los necesitados a trabajar
activamente para acortar la linea”, dijo Octavio Soares, presidente de la junta directiva del Food
Bank. “Sabemos que sera dificil estar a su altura, pero como Junta Directiva estamos
comprometidos a encontrar al lider que continuara la trayectoria increiblemente exitosa de la
organizacion. Decir que se echard de menos a Peter es quedarse totalmente corto. Pero su
legado vivird con aquellos que siguen apoyando la misién de nutrir a las personas a las que
servimos, construir soluciones para acabar con el hambre y empoderar a las comunidades”.



Peter desarroll6 y puso a prueba el programa Fair Share, un método de distribucion
equitativa de alimentos basado en los niveles de pobreza dentro de los condados al que sirve el
Food Bank, que ahora se ha convertido en una buena practica estandar para los Food Banks de
todo el pais. Peter ha liderado el Food Bank a través de multiples esfuerzos de socorro ante
desastres naturales, comenzando con la respuesta al huracan Floyd en 1999, a través de la
recuperacion y reconstruccion sin precedentes después del huracan Florence en 2018.

“Ha sido un gran privilegio y un honor servir a esta organizacion, y estoy enormemente
agradecido con todos los que estuvieron aqui mucho antes que yo, por desarrollar una base
solida a partir de la cual poder construir’, manifesté Peter. “Durante mi mandato, ha sido
realmente inspirador ser testigo de como miles de voluntarios y donantes sacrifican su propio
tiempo y recursos para acabar con el hambre, y haber observado la dedicacién demostrada por
el personal, pasado y presente, en su compromiso y solidaridad con la mision del Food Bank”.

Bajo el liderazgo de Peter, el Food Bank ha aumentado sus servicios a personas y familias
con inseguridad alimentaria. Supervisé la apertura de sucursales del Food Bank en Greenville,
Durham y New Bern para llegar con servicios a mas comunidades. Durante su permanencia en
el Food Bank, se han distribuido mas de mil millones de comidas, la organizacion se ha asociado
con mas de 900 organizaciones comunitarias, se comenzé un trabajo vital de equidad, diversidad
e inclusion y se pusieron en marcha numerosos programas, incluido el lanzamiento del
departamento de Salud y Compromiso Comunitario para abordar las causas de raiz del hambre.

En 2020, durante su 40° afio de funcionamiento y bajo la direccion de Peter, el Food Bank
recibié el premio Food Bank of the Year de Feeding America. Como lider constante y centrado
en las personas, Peter ha creado y guiado a un equipo orientado a la misién que trabaja hacia la
vision de que nadie pase hambre.

Peter seguira en su puesto mientras la Junta Directiva del Food Bank inicia una busqueda
nacional para identificar a los candidatos para su reemplazo.
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Contacto con los medios:

Jessica Slider Whichard
jwhichard@foodbankcenc.org
919-865-3050

Acerca del Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina

El Food Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina es una organizacion sin &nimo de lucro que
proporciona alimentos a personas con riesgo de hambre en 34 condados del centro y este de
Carolina del Norte desde hace mas de 35 afios. El Food Bank presta servicio a una red de mas
de 800 agencias asociadas, como comedores comunitarios, despensas de alimentos, refugios y
programas para nifios y adultos a través de almacenes en Durham, Greenville, New Bern,
Raleigh, Sandhills (Southern Pines) y Wilmington. En el afio fiscal 2020-2021, el Food Bank
distribuyé mas de 95 millones de libras de alimentos (mas de la mitad de los cuales eran
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perecederos) y productos esenciales no alimenticios a través de estas agencias.
Lamentablemente, el hambre sigue siendo un grave problema en Carolina del Norte Central y
del Este. En estos condados, casi 600.000 personas tienen dificultades para acceder a
cantidades adecuadas y nutritivas de alimentos necesarios para una vida activa y saludable.
foodbankcenc.org.

iManténgase conectado con lo que estamos haciendo en su comunidad!

Ei©


http://facebook.com/foodbankcenc
http://instagram.com/foodbankcenc
http://twitter.com/foodbankcenc

